One more way to improve road safety.
Road safety has become a major concern in Ukraine, as traffic injuries and fatalities have been increasing fast over the last years  (7,690 people died in road accidents in 2008). When compared to other countries, Ukrainian roads are indeed a dangerous place to be. This will come to no surprise to anybody who drives between big towns in Ukraine. Driving there is like participating in a car racing computer game – on small roads, cars and marshrutkas overtake each other at high speed, while trying to avoid collisions with the upcoming traffic and the holes in the road. Not surprisingly, the sides of the roads are dotted with small remembrance signs - pots of flowers, crosses, small tombstones – indicating where people got killed in traffic accidents.

Luckily, policy makers have recently realized the extent of the problem and have started to react. Last year, there was the decision to increase the fines for traffic violations - while these higher fines probably had a limited affect of the amount of money flowing to the state coffers, the higher fines have made it possible for the traffic police to ask for higher bribes –a 10 or 20 UAH bill is no longer sufficient to make the traffic police close their eyes.  The higher bribes thus have made it more costly for drivers to violate the traffic rules, and hence, the aim of the introduction of the higher fines, lowering the number of traffic violations, is likely to be achieved.  

More recently, on April 7, the World Bank announced a $400 million project to improve roads and road safety in Ukraine. Besides being an anti-crisis fiscal stimulus, this project is aimed at providing safety measures for vehicles and local inhabitants at about 110 traffic accident black spots on public roads. 

There’s at least one more way to improve road safety – a way that doesn’t require millions of dollars and doesn’t involve changing laws, all it takes is a small number of people who are willing to flash their car’s head lights from time to time. Let me explain in more detail. 

Many drivers warn the upcoming traffic that a police car is waiting further down the road, by flashing the car’s head lights. This doesn’t only happen in Ukraine - one small internet survey among car enthusiast from around the world, for example, found that 87% of all drivers (who responded) do this.

This seemingly harmless habit significantly reduces the chances of being fined for reckless driving, allowing one to slow down before being caught red-handed. This habit, however, also provides an easy way for drivers, who are interested in contributing to road safety, to do so – they can increase safety, not only by driving safely themselves but also by flashing their car’s head lights from time to time, thus tricking the upcoming traffic into believing a police car is waiting further down the road. Such fake signals will initially increase the perceived chance of being caught as drivers will think police are checking more frequently, and ultimately the real chance of being caught as gradually drivers will no longer believe that flashing head lights indicate that police is waiting ahead. Hence, flash your head lights and save a life!
